
 

 

 

 

 

    Parish Newsletter:  28th February 2021 – 2nd Sunday of Lent  

Priest:   Fr. Colm Hayden 

Parish Secretary: Marjorie Towers 07391 529 827 

   Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8.30am-4.00pm 

Hospital Chaplain Fr. Paul Tully - 01388 818 544 

(Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a vi 

For bereavement support, please contact the Parish Secretary 

 

 

The Ffirst Time Per 

 

Positive news since Monday’s announcement.  Caution is properly expressed.  Our 

numbers slowly return to church. 

 

Its too early for decisions on Easter, but it will certainly be a quieter celebration. 

 

Signs of some normality returning re the schools opening on 8th March.  This 

coincides with a long-term weather forecast telling us that snow is also expected to 

re-visit us on or around that date too, 

 

Pope Francis has continuously reminded us that Covid is seen as both crisis and 

opportunity.  The disparity between rich and poor has become more evident in 

the rollout of the vaccine. “The UK has 6 vaccines per person.  The EU has 5.  The 

US has 7, Canada has 9.  Excesses can surely be given to the developing world?” 

Professor Luke O’Neill 

 

We have links in the parish with Colombia and Peru, and the feedback is very 

worrying.  The vast fortunes made by the few out of the pandemic is a scandal. 

(“664 US billionaires see their fortunes increase 44% since beginning of 

pandemic.”) US Today.  The opportunity to address this imbalance is more real 

than it has been for some time. 

 

“Go down into the underground, and pass from the hyper-virtual, fleshless world, 

to the suffering flesh of the poor.  That is the conversation we all have to undergo.  

And if we don’t start there, there will be no conversion.” Pope Francis 

 

That same opportunity is also, there for us as church, and parish.  We will not be 

the same church, or parish, post-Covid.  If we presume to return to business as 

usual, then that opportunity is gone. 

 
 



 

Feast Days 

 

Monday, 1st March St. David Bp, Patron of Wales 

Thursday, 4th March St. Casimir 

 

Parish Contact 

The parish secretary can be contacted by email – secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  and 

mobile on all parish matters. The number is 07391 529 827. Please do not ring the parish 

landline. 

 

Funerals  

The Requiem Mass of the late Kathleen Greenwell, will take place at St. Joseph’s 

on Wednesday, 3rd March at 10.00am. Please do not try to attend if you have 

not been invited by the family, as government restrictions still apply. 

 

The funeral is being live-streamed and log-in details are shown below. 

https://zoom.us/j/91061356578?pwd=S3VidEtuZHpsRENmMERteDlFb0dZZz09 

  

Meeting details: Meeting ID: 910 6135 6578; Passcode: 251431 

Prayers – please keep in your prayers: 

Sheila Owens Nellie Stoker 

John Copple Sheila Wressell 

Sheila Patterson Margaret Nancarrow 

  

Anniversaries  

Jack Bradley Patricia Grainger 

Isabella Eccles Doreen Power 

 

 

Mary Armstrong and family wish to express sincere thanks to Fr, Colm for 

his support, and for all the prayers, Mass offerings and flowers sent during 

their recent bereavement and sad loss of Colin. They are most grateful. 

 

Baptisms 

Fr. Colm has decided to defer any Baptisms until after July.  He wants to 

take a cautious approach and keep in step with the government’s road map 

out of lockdown.  Hopefully, after July, we can revert back to full churches 

and no restrictions on numbers attending Mass, and including other events 

such as baptisms, weddings and funerals.  The situation will be kept under 

review.  Please contact the parish secretary for more information. 

 

mailto:secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com
https://zoom.us/j/91061356578?pwd=S3VidEtuZHpsRENmMERteDlFb0dZZz09


 
 

The Hardship fund has been renamed – The Support Fund 

 

Do You Need Some Support? 

  

With winter upon us some of us may struggle to keep our homes warm.  Around 10% 

of households in England were classed as fuel poor prior to Covid19 pandemic, so this 

figure is expected to rise. 

  

Older people are among those most likely to suffer as they have the highest fuel costs 

compared to those of other ages. 

  

You may not consider yourself poor in any respect but have to think twice when it comes 

to heating.  We would therefore urge, that anyone within the parish irrespective of 

age having to make such a decision as “Can I afford to put the heating on this winter?” to 

approach the Support Fund immediately for assistance.  That is what it is there for – to 

support our fellow parishioners in need. 

 

The form, to apply for funds, is available to download from the parish website, or via 

the parish office (subject to Covid restrictions).  If you require help to complete an 

application, any member of the parish community can assist you in this regard, or can 

submit an application on your behalf. 

 

Information on Durham food Banks 

For information please use the on-line link for information on all County Durham 

Foodbanks – Locations / Opening times / to donate or volunteer 

https://durham.foodbank.org.uk/ 

Diocesan Refugee Project - Boxes are at the back of church and will be emptied regularly. 

Can donations please include - Tinned fish, Biscuits, Toilet rolls, Tinned Tomatoes, Chick 

peas, Rice, Sugar, toiletries, shampoo, toothpaste etc are also welcomed. At present they 

no longer need corned beef, baked beans, tea and tinned meats. Thank you to all who 

contribute. 

 

Lenten Events 

A Parish Lenten talk will take place on March the 16th at 7.00pm 

(via Zoom).  

- ‘Post-Vatican 11, Post-Vaccine, where are we, the People of God, 

heading?’.   The talk will be given by Professor Thomas O’Loughlin, 

Professor Emeritus of Historical Theology at The University of 

Nottingham.  Zoom joining instructions to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://durham.foodbank.org.uk/


 
 

From the Diocese - Short Daily Reflections: 

Short Daily Reflections are 46 reflections, one for each day from Ash Wednesday to Holy 

Saturday – available to view online or download/print as one booklet for the entire 

period of Lent or as individual week–by–week reflections. 

 

Would you like to receive a short daily reflection in your inbox each morning during 

Lent? Please click here and register (NB. You should receive a confirmation email from Faith & 

Mission but if not, please check your Junk folder before contacting us). 

 

A community inspired by the vision of Pope Francis in Fratelli tutti during the pandemic 

A blog by Fr. Chris Hughes has been published in The Tablet reflecting on Pope Francis 

vision, ‘Fratelli Tutti’ and the ongoing relationship between Tyne & Wear Citizens and 

the Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle. 

 

To read the article online in full click here. 

 

From North East Churches Acting Together - Lent  Resources 

  

An ecumenical Lent and Easter resource of poems and reflections from Friends of the Holy 

Land, which brings together voices from the first Holy Week with those from across the 

Holy Land in today’s Covid-hit world.  Click here - Holy Week Voices from the Holy Land 

 

From Churches Together in Britain and Ireland: 

Click here -The Poet's Gospel : a gospel in blank verse with rhymed parables.  

 

 

Events at Minsteracres during March 

Compassion and Care 

Connecting with God, creation, others and ourselves. A retreat led by Lya Vollering, Scott 

Haddow and Michael O'Hallaron from the The New Story eco–community based at 

Minsteracres.  Taking place on Friday 12th March, 7.00pm to 8.30pm and Saturday 13 

March, 10.00am to 1.00pm.  Register online via eventbrite or email us. See poster for 

detail. 

 

Minsteracres Retreat Centre present 'From Praise to Lamentation, A Journey with the 

Psalms' 

This a second chance to take an opportunity to step aside and listen to God in scripture 

as we journey towards Easter. This event will run online (Zoom). Please join us on 

Saturday 20th March, 10.30am until 3.30pm.  See poster for details how to register. 

 

  

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/a8e009f9c779/w174hpb3c0
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/blogs/1/1697/a-community-inspired-by-the-vision-of-pope-francis-in-fratelli-tutti-during-the-pandemic
https://facebook.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a62d7e6dd03a3bed47883feaf&id=1a0ecdf0a8&e=ee85f3908a
https://facebook.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a62d7e6dd03a3bed47883feaf&id=6494e3407e&e=ee85f3908a
https://compassionandcare.eventbrite.co.uk/
mailto:admin.caritas@diocesehn.org.uk
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/communications/2021/mar/Compassion%20and%20Care%20A5%20flier.pdf
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/communications/2021/feb/Minsteracres%20Lent%20Quiet%20Day.pdf


 
have the “wrong ideas,” if I cannot find him in the poor and t 

 St Godric’s St Joseph’s 

Saturday 

27 February 

10.00am 

 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

5.00pm Vigil Mass 

David Adams 

Deceased members of the  

Barrett & Conway Families 

 
 

Sunday 

28 February 

9.00am 

Cara Armstrong McKay 

 
 

11.00am 

Austin Flynn Birthday Remembrance 

Florence Jones Anniversary 

Monday 

1 March  

 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER  

Tuesday 

2 March 

 

 

9.30am – Exposition 

10.00am 

John and Olive Doyle 

 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

Wednesday 

3 March 

 

 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

10.00am 

Requiem Mass of Kathleen Greenwell 

Thursday 

4 March 

 
 

9.30am- Exposition 

10.00am 

Special Intention (JH) 

 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 
 

Friday 

5 March 
 

 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

9.30am – Exposition 

10.00am 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Hayden   

Saturday 

6 March 

  

 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

5.00pm Vigil Mass   

Edward Newcombe  

Sunday 

7 March 

9.00am  

Brian O’Connor 

Michiels and Condron Families 

 

11.00am 

In thanksgiving for 50 years in the priesthood 

 

St. Cuthbert's   

Sun 28 

 

Mon 1 

 

Tue 2 

 

Wed 3 

 

Thurs 4 

 

Fri 5 

 

 

Sat 6 

 

 

Sun 7 

 

  10.00am 

and 6.30pm 

(Pre booked 

attendance 

only) 

 

No Mass 

 

 

12.15pm 

 

  

 

 7.00pm 

 

 

9.15am 

 

12.15pm 

 

 

9.15am 

 

 

10.00am and 

6.30pm 

(Pre booked 

attendance 

only) 

 

 

28th February 2021 


