
 

 
 
 

   
                               Parish Newsletter – Sunday 12th July 

                              15th Sunday of the Year (Year A, part 2) 
            

   
       Priest:    Fr. Colm Hayden   

        Parish Secretary  Marjorie Towers 07391 529 827 

                                               (Tuesday-Friday, 8.30am- 4.00pm) 

        Hospital Chaplain  Fr. Paul Tully –  01388 818544 

(Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital    who would like a visit) 

SVP Confidential number 07596 821 0 

 For bereavement support, please contact the Parish Secretary 

Our parish council meeting this week to discuss the Hardship Fund, and best ways 
of implementing it. Our thanks to Syd Rooke and Peter Mackie from the local 
Credit Union for sharing their experiences with us.  

We continue to work on the safest ways of opening St. Godric’s and St. Joseph’s. 
As you know, the experts are telling us that Coronavirus has not gone away. We 
have to be absolutely certain that we have in place the best possible measures to 
ensure that we have a safe environment for you to return to pray.  

The First Holy Communions were also discussed. As with weddings and baptisms, 
we are in uncharted waters. As to when the postponed June dates will now take 
place, the answer is: we simply do not know. 

There are too many important hurdles to be crossed before we can even consider 
dates. But of this we can presume with ever growing certainty: they will not be 
in the same format as previously. We may have to stagger the groups of children 
from across the Parish using as best we can both of our churches, or if needs be, 
one of our churches, if safety is the deciding factor. Again, safety will ultimately 
dictate when, where and in what format we have them. The smaller the 
gatherings, the lower the health risks. I’m sure guidelines will follow, anyhow. 
Rest assured that we haven’t forgotten this very important sacrament. I think 
you’ll all also agree that children have huge pressures on them right now in their 
adjusting to new learning environments, as do the schools, who have a pivotal 
role in the catechetical programme of First Holy Communions. One step at a time 
is of vital importance right now. Thanks.  

 

 

 



 

Feast Days 

Monday, 13th July St. Henry 

Tuesday, 14th July St. Camillus de Lellis P 

Wednesday, 15th July St. Bonaventure Bp, D 

Thursday, 16th July Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 

Parish Buildings 

The Parish Office, Presbyteries and all church buildings continue to be officially 
closed to all visitors and the parish secretary can be contacted by email – 
secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  and mobile on all parish matters. The new 
number is 07391 529 827. 

 

If you would like to join the Parish Contact Team as a volunteer, or if you know of  
– or you are – a vulnerable person who needs assistance, please ring Katie on 
07483 369 561. 

  
Mass Intentions this week 

Saturday, 11th July David Adams Anniversary 

Sunday, 12th July Intentions of the Plumb and Nathaniel Families 

Monday, 13th July Cara Armstrong McKay Birthday Remembrance 

Tuesday, 14th July Tom Charlton and Shaun Henderson 

Wednesday, 15th  July Sadie McGinley 

Thursday, 16th  July Pat Reagan and Richard McLeavey Illness 

Friday, 17th  July Susan Michiels 

Saturday, 18th July Intentions of Fr. Colm and family 

There are quite a lot of Mass Intention slots available.  Please contact Marjorie if 
you would like to put a Mass in for someone.  

Prayer Requests – some parishioners have requested prayers to be said for family 
and friends in need, which have been passed to Fr. Colm.  If you have someone 
whom you would like to be remembered in prayers, please let Marjorie know, and 
names will be printed in future bulletins so that the whole parish can pray for them 
too.  This week, please include Julie Thompson, Nellie Stoker, Rita Robson and 
Edward Newcombe in your prayers. 

Hospital visits: The University Hospital of North Durham has suspended visiting of 
patients, with limited exceptions for children’s wards, maternity wards and end-of-
life patients. However, the Catholic Chaplain is still able to visit patients, and to 
bring them Holy Communion and the Sacrament of the Sick. 

If you know of a patient who wishes for a visit from the Catholic Hospital 
Chaplain, please inform Fr. Paul Tully on 01388 818544 or 
frpaultully@outlook.com 
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A note from Fr. Colm - Reopening of Churches  

As you know we have for some time been looking at the re-opening of our churches 
whilst bearing in mind Cardinal Nichols’ stipulation that it should only be done when 
it is safe to do so. After a great deal of hard work by a number of groups in the 
Parish we plan to re-open St. Godric's for private prayer on Monday 20th July, 
Wednesday 22nd July and Saturday 25th July. Provided there are no problems we will 
be open on subsequent Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays until further notice. 
Church will be open on each occasion for one hour, 2.00 – 3.00 pm. The 
arrangements have been risk assessed by a Diocesan Health and Safety expert. It is 
hoped that St. Joseph's will be able to re-open quite soon afterwards. 

 

When you approach the church there may be a queue, so please observe social 
distancing while queuing. Doors and windows will be open so you may wish to dress 
accordingly. When you enter the church please use the hand sanitisation station, 
even if you are wearing gloves and wait to be directed by the steward to a pew, 
following the directional arrows at all times. Please do not touch any statues and 
only light votive candles from the one already lit. Please bring your own prayer 
materials as there will be none available in church. Toilets and all other areas will be 
closed. In case of emergency or illness please contact a member of the stewarding 
team for assistance. Stewards will be wearing masks, gloves and aprons where 
necessary, and visitors are also strongly encouraged to wear a mask. 

When coming to church you are advised not to share lifts and to avoid public  

transport wherever possible.  Only come to church if you are fit and well and please 
protect yourself by staying away if you are in the clinically extremely vulnerable 
category”. 

I would like to thank all those involved in the re-opening process, particularly those 
who have volunteered and been trained to act as stewards. Please give them your 
support and follow their directions so that, with God's help, we will all remain safe 
as we start to return to the new 'normal'.  Fr. Colm 

 

Hardship Fund 

I would, like to say “Thank you” to all of you who have felt able to continue to 
support the Parish with your donations during this time when our churches are 
closed. It has been much appreciated with the bills still coming in. 

 

Over the last few weeks, I have been aware that the lockdown has prevented 
people from working and some of our parishioners have been struggling on 
reduced incomes as a result.  The Parish has tried to help in a small way where 
we can. The Government’s furlough scheme has to some extent, protected many 
people by guaranteeing the major part of their income in the hope that they will 
be able to return to their jobs when the crisis is over. However, it looks likely 
that when people return to work, the shrinking economy will mean that some 
employers will not be able to support the same level of employment that they 
supported previously.  Jobs will be lost and more of our parishioners are likely to 
struggle to meet their commitments. Fr Colm would like to be in a position to 
help support these hard-pressed parishioners as much as possible. 



 
 

To this end at Fr. Colm’s request, I am establishing a parish Hardship Fund.  It will 
be a restricted fund ring fenced only for use in helping the most hard-pressed of 
our parishioners.  I am inviting you on Fr Colm’s behalf to contribute what you can 
afford to this fund knowing that your contribution will go straight to the people 
most in need of your help. This is an opportunity to make a real difference to 
peoples’ lives. I know you will be as generous as you can be. Please make your 
contribution by bank transfer to our bank quoting the following details, and any 

donations should bear a reference of "Hardship Fund".  

Sort Code 40-34-45      A/C No 51179306      
A/C Name DHN Durham The Durham Martyrs OR 
 
by cheque, payable to ‘The Durham Martyrs’  to Fred Haywood, Parish Treasurer, 
The Beeches, Grove House Drive, Gilesgate, Durham, DH1 1UP. Please also put 
note in your envelope referencing the Hardship Fund. Many thanks, Fred 
Haywood. 
 
Peru Trip 
We were all really looking forward to our trip to Peru this summer but given the 
Covid pandemic, you won’t be surprised to hear that it’s been cancelled. There is a 
possibility that the expedition will be rearranged for next year and a final decision on 
this will be taken in September. We will of course let you know the outcome.  
 
We are all very grateful for your incredible support and generosity throughout our 
fundraising efforts.    Megan, Keona, Jenny and Oliver. 

 

Vacancy 

The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancy: 
Department for Education, Administrator (maternity cover) 
For further information and details of how to apply please visit our website   
www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us on 0191 243 3301. Closing date, Sunday, 19th 
July. 
 

 

Mass and prayer available online 

http://walsingham.org.uk/live-stream - Live Mass at 12 noon every day 

https://mass-online.org/daily-holy-mass-live-online/ - Live Masses throughout the day 
from around the world 

https://www.churchservices.tv - Mass, Rosary and prayer throughout the day  

 

There will also be the following available on our social media and YouTube channel: 

Live Rosary every Weekday - 10:30am.  Live Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament every 
weekday.  Also, Fr. Colm will be saying Mass privately at 10.00am on Sunday mornings, 
so please join him in prayer. 
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