
 

 
 
 
 

   
                               Parish Newsletter – Sunday 4th October 

                            27th Sunday of the Year 
              

       Priest:    Fr. Colm Hayden   
        Parish Secretary  Marjorie Towers 07391 529 827 
                                               (Tuesday-Friday, 8.30am- 4.00pm) 
        Hospital Chaplain  Fr. Paul Tully –  01388 818544 

(Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit) 
 
 For bereavement support, please contact the Parish Secretary 

With the uncertainty of a second wave, we can only do our best in these frightening 

times. Our best at this point in time is to try and have Mass with the necessary 
restrictions in place. This can be frustrating to some, but a reason for being grateful 
by others. Our choice!  

This equally applies to the other sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Communions. 
Our schools and parish must set up the reception of these Sacraments in such a way 
that due reverence is given, and due safety measures are preserved. Perhaps these 
changing circumstances are giving us an opportunity to rethink the essentials, as the 
pandemic is asking of us in other areas of life. 

I was speaking to a friend this week now living in Geneva who came down with Covid 
nearly 6 months ago, and he spoke of his recovery still in process, but how very 
grateful for the ordinary in life that it has made him. Again, a big thank you to our 
parish stewards and schools staff for all they do in keeping our children, and our 
parishioners, safe. You, who are able to come to Mass, will be greeted and directed 
to your seats by stewards, but the hard slog takes place when you have departed from 
church when each church bench has to be thoroughly cleaned in preparation for the 
next service.  

Can I again request that you keep our church financial costs in mind. We have been 
very fortunate in the parish to have had our parish finances in the care of Fred 
Haywood, and the tireless efforts setting up of a good Gift Aid system by Brian 
Harland. Brian has worked tirelessly on Gift Aid over the years to such a degree that 
we can boast in having one of the best Gift Aid systems in the Diocese, and which has 
proved invaluable at this critical time. So, thank you Fred and Brian. But, we still 
need your support, which is the bread and butter of everyday parish maintenance. 
Thanks again for your generosity.  

 
 



 

Feast Days 

Tuesday, 6th October St. Bruno P 

Wednesday, 7th October Our Lady of the Rosary 

Friday, 9th October St. John Henry Newman P 

Saturday, 10th October St. Paulinus of York Bp 

 
Parish Buildings 
The Parish Office, Presbyteries and all church buildings continue to be officially 
closed to all visitors and the parish secretary can be contacted by email – 
secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  and mobile on all parish matters. The  
number is 07391 529 827. 

Prayers – please keep in your prayers: 

Edward Newcombe Nellie Stoker 

Sheila Owens Rose Marie Bruno 

Sam Clarke  

  Anniversaries 

Jason Clough Margaret Galloway 

Bob Collinson Joe Lane 

Please let Marjorie know if you would like your loved one mentioned in the bulletin 
on their anniversary. 

Hospital visits: The University Hospital of North Durham has suspended visiting of 
patients, with limited exceptions for children’s wards, maternity wards and end-of-
life patients. However, the Catholic Chaplain is still able to visit patients, and to 
bring them Holy Communion and the Sacrament of the Sick.  If you know of a patient 
who wishes for a visit from the Catholic Hospital Chaplain, please inform Fr. Paul 
Tully on 01388 818544 or frpaultully@outlook.com 

St. Joseph's RCVA Primary School will be open on Thursday evenings between 4pm 
and 6pm for tours of the school for parents and carers considering a place for their 
child. Unfortunately we are unable to offer an open morning due to coronavirus 
restrictions. If you would like to visit the school please email 
stjosephgilesgate@durhamlearning.net to book an appointment. 
 
St Thomas More RCVA Primary School will be open on Monday evenings between 
4pm and 6pm for tours of the school for parents and carers considering a place for 
their child. Unfortunately we are unable to offer an open morning due to coronavirus 
restrictions. If you would like to visit the school please email 
stthomasmore@durhamlearning.net to book an appointment. 
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St. Godric's Catholic Primary School will be placing a video on their website very 
soon which will be giving prospective parents a virtual tour of our exciting and 
vibrant school. We will keep you updated regarding this. 
 
Second Collection 
There will be a second collection this weekend, 3rd/4th October for Peter’s Pence.  
This collection is eligible for Diocesan Gift Aid, so if you wish to contribute, please 
use a Special Collection envelope from your box supplied.  Thank you. 

Church Re-opening  

Face masks continue to be worn at all services in St. Godric’s and St. Joseph’s.   
Social distancing determines that the number attending any service is restricted. 

To ensure that we can safely accommodate you, and have the correct number of 
Stewards and Eucharistic Ministers at Mass, it will be necessary to contact Marjorie, 
our parish secretary, either by telephone 07391 529 827 or email 
secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com requesting a place. In accordance with 
Government Guidelines, and each time you reserve a place, whether by telephone 
or email, she will need your name and a contact number for track and trace 
purposes, should this become necessary. If you leave a voicemail message, please 
leave your number as well. 

Change to booking system - For Saturday and Sunday Masses, the deadline for 
requesting a place at Mass is 2.00pm on Friday.  You no longer need to book a 
place at the weekday Masses, but will have to give your contact details to the 
stewards on arrival. 

If you are unable to get a place at a weekend Mass, remember there is Mass during    
the week. Our obligation to attend Sunday mass is waived at present.  May we take 
this opportunity of asking those who are vulnerable not to come to mass at present. 
 
The reception of Holy Communion will by necessity have to be controlled and our 
volunteer stewards will guide you.  In order to reduce the risk of Covid 19 following 
the reception of the Blessed Sacrament, which will be received only in the hand, you 
will be expected to leave the church immediately, and you are asked to leave the 
church surrounds immediately. 
 
Please note: 

  In line with the launch of the Government's NHS Covid-19 Track and Trace App, we 
have posters with the QR code at the entrances to both of our churches. Parishioners 
can scan the QR code using their mobile phones to help with contract tracing. This 
system will work alongside our booking in process. 

 
Also, we need to keep the church doors open to help with fresh air circulation, so 
as the weather gets colder, people may wish to dress warmly. 

 
Parish Finance 
At each of the daily Masses there is now a collection plate at the back of the church 
on which weekday Mass goers can place their weekly offertory contributions.  If you 
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do not yet feel ready to commence attending Mass again, please continue to make 
your contribution by bank transfer to our bank quoting the following details:  Sort 
Code 40-34-45      A/C No 51179306     A/C Name DHN Durham The Durham Martyrs  
OR  by cheque or cash to: Fred Haywood, Parish Treasurer, The Beeches, Grove 
House Drive, Gilesgate, Durham, DH1 1UP.  Please indicate when you make your 
donation if it should be applied to the General Fund or the Hardship Fund. Thanks, 
Fred Haywood. 

 
DURHAM MARTYRS’ PARISH HARDSHIP FUND 
Over the last few months the Parish, thanks to generous donations from parishioners, 
has established a Hardship Fund which currently stands at £10,500. The purpose of 
the fund is to assist parishioners and their families, in the parish catchment area, 
suffering short-term financial hardship. The fund is now open to applications.  The 
Hardship Fund is overseen by a panel.  The panel members are: 
 
Fred Haywood, Joe Hughes, Chris Mclean, Tony Power and Emma Turnbull, with 
support from Fr. Colm. 
 
To apply please complete the application form which is available on the parish 
website, or by contacting the parish secretary on 07391 529827.  There is also a 
confidential email - durhamsaints@outlook.com  

 
SVP Awareness Month 2020 
Traditionally the SVP runs an awareness month programme 
in September to coincide with the feast days of Frederic 
Ozanam on the 9th and St Vincent de Paul on the 27th.   2020 

is not a usual year. Due to Coronavirus there are strict limitations on what members 
can do. 
 
Every year 10,000 SVP members across England and Wales help 70,000 people in 
need. This year with Covid 19 crisis loneliness, depression, and food poverty have 
been on the rise and more people have decided to help by volunteering with the 
SVP.  
 
We all know the suffering around the country. Yet the problems still keep coming. 
Unemployment is rising. Poverty, hunger, and homelessness is on the rise. The  
government rule  forbidding landlords from evicting  tenants is about to be lifted.  
 
The Durham Martrys’ SVP have been doing vital work during the Covid 19 pandemic.  
We have been delivering groceries to vulnerable people and providing food to 
families who are struggling. If there have been things we cannot help with we have 
asked others in the parish to help us. 
 
In addition we have been phoning or writing to people on their own, providing  
friendship and someone to talk to. 
 
If you know anyone who needs help or would like a phone call please ring 
Margaret 3869437 or the Parish Secretary 07391529827.  The SVP will rise to the 
challenge, just as we have done since 1833. 
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Cafod Family Fast Day 
This Harvest, Cafod are launching a series of online events around Family Fast Day 
from 8-11 October so that we can come together and bring hope and help to those 
who are most in need. 
 
There are a series of events online including: 
 
Friday, 9th October – a Fast Day Live Talk at 11.00am 
Friday, 9th October– Family Fast Day Eucharist at 6.00pm with  
Rt.  Rev. Peter  Brignall, Bishop of Wrexham 
Sunday, 11th October – Prayer and Reflection with Rt. Rev. John Arnold at 7.00pm 
 
You can also download a Prayer Card.  If you wish to access any of these online 
events, or to make a donation, please go to their website: cafod.org.uk  
 
News from the Partnership 
The Spirituality of the Franciscans:  Earlier in the year, the Finchale Partnership 
and the University Chaplaincy planned a series of events on the Spirituality of the 
religious orders. The events had to be postponed because of lockdown, but we have 
now arranged to hold the series on Zoom.  The first date for your diary is: 
 
The Spirituality of the Franciscans 
Speaker: Fr. Liam Kelly OFM. Fr. Liam was in Durham, based at St. Cuthbert’s, during 
2019/20.  Date: Thursday 8th October at 7.00pm. 
 
Details of how to join the session will be available in the parish Facebook group or 
by contacting margaretdoyle1066@sky.com 

Minsteracres:  The Team at Minsteracres have been busy getting ready to bring back 
to life and re-imagine experiences that we have all craved during these past few 
months. We are preparing to welcome retreatants by providing a revised retreat 
programme, meeting spaces, comfortable accommodation and acres of land for 
retreatants and visitors to enjoy space away from the hustle and bustle of daily life 
in the peace, quiet and beauty of Minsteracres. The team at Minsteracres have made 
some important changes to the infrastructure to ensure a seamless visit with us. The 
focus being the safety of all our guests, staff and volunteers. 

In conjunction with the latest government guidelines we have completed a risk 
assessment that will ensure the safety and wellbeing of all visitors with as little 
disruption as possible.  For a full list of days and retreats scheduled for October and 
November please visit our website: www.minsteracres.org  

Stella Maris live-streamed Centenary Mass:  Stella Maris (formerly known as 
Apostleship of the Sea) invites you to join a special live–streamed Mass on Sunday 4th 
October at 3.00pm to mark the start of its Centenary Year.  Mass will be celebrated 
by Archbishop Philip Tartaglia in Glasgow where Stella Maris was founded in 1920.All 
are invited to join in the live–streamed Mass. Please register in advance at 
https://centenary.stellamaris.org.uk. 

 



 

 

4th October 2020 

 St Godric’s St Joseph’s 

Saturday 
3 October 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

5.00pm 
Private Intention (CC) 
 
 

Sunday 
4 October  

9.00am  
Rose Carr (Anniversary) 

11.00am 
Annamma Chandy 
 

Monday 
5 October 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

  
Tuesday 
6 October  

9.30.am - Exposition 
10.00am 
Joan Humble 
 

 
 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER  

Wednesday 
7 October  

 
 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

9.30am - Exposition 
10.00am 
Bob Collinson (Anniversary) 
 

Thursday 
8 October  

9.30am - Exposition 
10.00am  
Brian O’Connor 
(60th Wedding Anniversary 
Remembrance) 
 

 
 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 
  

Friday 
9 October  

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

9.30am – Exposition 
10.00am 
Joe Lane (Anniversary) 
  

Saturday 
10 October  

 
N0 MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

5.00pm 
David Adams 
  

Sunday 
11 October 

9.00am 
Mr. M. A. Abraham 

11.00am 
The Flunder Family  

 
St. Cuthbert’s 

Sunday 4 
 

Monday 5 Tuesday 6 Wed 7 Thursday 8 
 

Friday 9 Saturday 10 

10.00am & 
6.30pm 

Mass 
Pre-booked 

attendance only 
 

 
No Mass 

 
12.15pm 

 
7.00pm 

 
12.15pm 

 
12.15pm 

 
9.15am 
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