
 

 
 

 

 
        Parish Newsletter - Sunday 6th December 

 
 Priest:    Fr. Colm Hayden  
 Parish Secretary  Marjorie Towers 07391 529 827 

                                  (Tuesday-Friday, 8.30am- 4.00pm 
Hospital Chaplain Fr. Paul Tully –  01388 818544 

(Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit) 
 
 

 
 

 
It has been great to get back to communal worship again.  I’m sure that I 
speak for all of you when saying that it does lift the spirits greatly and the 
news that a vaccine has been ratified and ready to use, adds to the sense of 
optimism that we now have. 
 
We will have at least four Masses over Christmas.  Our Parish Council met 
this week to ratify the times.  As with all services, stewarding is vital.  Details 
are inside this bulletin. 
 
The Listening Service is up and running and the phone number is in the 
bulletin. 
 
Exposition: please note that Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will now 
continue at 9.30am before each of the weekday Masses. 



 

Feast Days 

Monday, 7th December St. Ambrose Bp, D 

Tuesday, 8th December The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Patron of the Diocese 

Wednesday, 9th  December St. John Diego Cuahtlatoatzin 

Friday, 11th December St. Damasus I, Pp 

Saturday, 12th December Our Lady of Guadaloupe 

 
Parish Buildings 
The Parish Office, Presbyteries and all meeting rooms continue to be officially 
closed to all visitors and the parish secretary can be contacted by email – 
secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  and mobile on all parish matters. The  
number is 07391 529 827. 
 

Sympathy – we extend our sympathy to the family and friends of the late 
Richard Barker, whose funeral will take place on Monday, 7th December at 
2.30pm at Durham Crematorium, and also to the family and friends of the 
late Krzysztos Zajaczkowski, whose funeral will take place on  
Wednesday, 16th December at 11.30am at Durham Crematorium. 
 

Funeral Arrangements  –   The Requiem Mass of the late Miriam Rogers will take 
place at St. Godric’s Church on Tuesday, 15th December at 10.00am followed by 
burial in South Road Cemetery.  Please don’t try to attend if you have not been 
invited by the family as numbers are still restricted.  Requiescat in pace. 

Prayers – please keep in your prayers: 

Sheila Owens Nellie Stoker 

Sam Clarke Sheila Wressell 

Betty McGurk  

Anniversaries  

Thomas Harland Maureen McPartland 

Please let Marjorie know if you would like your loved one mentioned in the bulletin 
on their anniversary.  The diary for 2021 is now available for anniversaries next year. 
Please ring or email Marjorie, with your entry. 

Hospital visits: The University Hospital of North Durham has suspended visiting of 
patients, with limited exceptions for children’s wards, maternity wards and end-of-
life patients. However, the Catholic Chaplain is still able to visit patients, and to 
bring them Holy Communion and the Sacrament of the Sick.  If you know of a patient 
who wishes for a visit from the Catholic Hospital Chaplain, please inform Fr. Paul 
Tully on 01388 818544 or frpaultully@outlook.com 
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CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Day Date Feast Mass time Church 

24/12/2020 Thursday Christmas Eve 17:00 St Joseph’s 

24/12/2020 Thursday Christmas Eve 19:00 St Godric’s 

25/12/2020 Friday Nativity   9:00 St Godric’s 

25/12/2020 Friday Nativity 11:00 St Joseph’s 

26/12/2020 Saturday St Stephen 10:00 St Godric’s 

26/12/2020 Saturday Vigil 17:00 St Joseph’s 

27/12/2020 Sunday Holy Family   9:00 St Godric’s 

27/12/2020 Sunday Holy Family 11:00 St Joseph’s 

28/12/2020 Monday Holy Innocents 10.00 St. Joseph’s 

29/12/2020 Tuesday St Thomas a Becket 10:00 St Godric’s 

30/12/2020 Wednesday St Eugene 10:00 St Joseph’s 

31/12/2020 Thursday New Year’s Eve 10:00 St Godric’s 

1/1/2021 Friday Mary Mother of God 10:00 St Joseph’s 

2/1/2021 Saturday Vigil 17:00 St Joseph’s 

3/1/2021 Sunday Epiphany   9:00 St Godric’s 

3/1/2021 Sunday Epiphany 11:00 St Joseph’s 

 

As you will see from the above, there are quite a lot of Masses over the period 24th 
December – 3rd January.  Your Christmas obligation is fulfilled by attending any Mass 
during the Christmas Octave, so you can choose to attend any Mass from Christmas 
Eve to New Year’s Day.  

Booking will be required for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, the Vigil Mass on Boxing 
Day and the weekend Masses.  These have been highlighted in bold type. You will 
not need to book for the weekday Masses, nor the 10.00am Masses on 26th December 
and 1st January. Below is a schedule of when booking is open and for which Mass.  
This has been designed to alleviate pressure on Marjorie who will have to deal with 
bookings for a total of 10 Masses from 15th December. 

Date Booking open from 

Saturday/Sunday, 12/13 December Tuesday, 8th December 

Saturday/Sunday, 19/20 December Tuesday, 15th December 

Thursday 24 December 
Christmas Eve 

Tuesday, 15th December 

Friday 25 December 
Christmas Day 

Tuesday, 15th December 

Saturday 26 December 
Vigil Mass, 5.00pm 

Tuesday, 15th December 

Sunday 27 December Tuesday, 15th December 

Saturday/Sunday, 2/3 January Tuesday, 15th December 

Saturday/Sunday, 9/10 January Tuesday, 5th January 
 

 
Marjorie will be on holiday from 23rd December to 4th January, so weekend Masses 
up to 2nd/3rd January will need to be booked by 23rd December. 

 

 



 
Listening Service                                        
“Being listened to and heard is one of the greatest desires of the human heart.”  
(Author unknown) 
 
Would you like someone to talk to? 
Our listeners (we are not medics nor counsellors) are available to offer a 
Confidential, free listening service for any adults who wish to talk about issues 
concerning them such as loneliness, lockdown, isolation in a safe, confidential, 
friendly telephone environment. 
 
To make an appointment please ring this dedicated phone line 07907046286, Monday 
to Friday 9-12am and 2-5pm, we will explain a little more about the service and 
arrange a listening space for you with one of our team, please leave your name and 
contact number and your call will be returned. 

HARDSHIP FUND  

The Hardship Fund has now grown to £17,400 thanks to the generosity of 
parishioners. A huge thank you to all who have contributed.  Applications are now 
coming in more readily so thank you also for helping to publicise the fund. 

The purpose of the Hardship Fund is to provide financial support to those who need 
help at this time. Whether you are young or old, living in a household of one, two or 
several, if you are in the Parish of the Durham Martyrs and facing financial hardship 
then this fund is there to help you. 

Again, if you yourself are financially alright but you know of someone who is 
struggling please draw the existence of the fund to their attention. 
 

To apply, please complete the application form which is available on the parish 
website, or by contacting the parish secretary on 07391 529 827. 

 
Asylum Seekers Collection 
The asylum seekers project in Newcastle are once more asking for food and clothing 
donations. There are a few changes in what they require - they no longer want tinned 
meat (apart from corned beef), but would appreciate some chickpeas. They don’t 
want baked beans and they have enough teabags at present. Sugar, single packets 
of biscuits and tinned fish are still welcome, as are toiletries. 
 
Please can you put your donation in bags to reduce handling and leave at back of St. 
Godric’s and St. Joseph’s. Thank you.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 200 CLUB – RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
Dear members – the subscriptions for the SVP 200 club draw are due in 
January but because of this pandemic and the uncertainty of regular 

masses, we won’t be able to collect the money in the same manner as in previous 
years.  Our parish has 70 members and to lose this income would be a catastrophic 
blow to this venture – the proceeds of which help to provide emergency food parcels 
for needy families and hot meals for the homeless who visit the SVP Blackfriars 
Centre in Newcastle.  
The annual cost is £12 per number and In order to simplify the payment process it 
would be appreciated if you could choose one of the following methods: 
 
 

• Existing Members - Members wishing to renew, should put their subscription 

in an envelope, clearly marked with their name and address and send/deliver it to 

either Janet Nichols  220 Finchale Road, Durham. DH1 5QP or Fred Haywood, The 

Beeches, Grove House Road, Gilesgate, Durham DH1 1UP. 

 
Please make cheques payable to ‘SVP 200 Club’. 
 
If you are unable to comply with this could you please telephone either Janet 0191 
3843992 or Fred  0191 3845843 so alternative arrangements can be made. 
 

• New members  -  please follow the instructions above – enclosing  payment of 

£12 per number with your  name, address and telephone number. This should be sent 

to Janet or Fred at the above addresses.  Please make cheques payable to ‘SVP 200 

Club’  

 
On receipt of the money you will be allocated a number for the draw. A membership 
card, including the number, will be forwarded to you. 
 

• Cancellations – members wishing to cancel should ring Janet or Fred on the 

above numbers as soon as possible.  

 
On behalf of The Tyne Central Council President and his Board, can I thank you all 
for your past and hopefully future support for this very worthwhile cause. 

 

A message from the Mini Vinnies of St. Joseph's and St. Thomas More schools  - 
During Advent we are organising 'Reverse Advent Calendars' in both schools in aid of 

the Durham Foodbank. This means rather than receiving a small treat 
each day during Advent we will each donate a non perishable item that 
can be donated and benefit those in need at Christmas time. There 
will be a box outside both schools if parishioners would like to add to 
the collections. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 



 
 

SVP Annual Sudan Appeal 
The people of Sudan and South Sudan desperately need 
our help.  This YouTube link it says it all :-    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7EoqSs3LXA 
  

£50 would feed a baby for a year, or perhaps you could help supply water or 
medicines. Whatever you can afford will make a difference. Cards, certificates and 
leaflets are available.  

  
Please send donations to me Helen Haywood, The Beeches, Grove House Drive, 
Durham DH1 1UP. Gift Aid if you can. (Cheques payable to “SVP Twinnage”). 

  
On behalf of the people of Sudan - Thankyou. 

 
 
News from Durham Churches Together 
This year, the New Year’s Eve service (usually held in the Cathedral) is going to be recorded 
and streamed.  Please see the Cathedral’s Christmas Services link and on the DCT website: 
https://www.durhamchurches.uk/ where you will also find details of other services in the city. 
  

 
From the Diocese 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2021: 

‘Be a light in the darkness’ is the theme for 2021’s Holocaust Memorial 
Commemoration. 

As we are unable to hold our commemorations in our two host schools, St. Mary’s, 
Newcastle and St. Michael’s, Billingham the department is currently putting together 
an online commemoration, which should be available to view from Monday 25 
January. This online event will feature contributions from both schools as well as a 
witness testimony provided by cellist Anita Lasker Wallffisch, recalling her memories 
of playing in the Auschwitz Orchestra. Her grandson Simon, a cellist and tenor has 
also provided us with a recording of ‘Kaddish,’ the Jewish memorial prayer. More 
information to follow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7EoqSs3LXA
http://svp.org.uk/


 

 

  
St. Godric’s 

 
St. Joseph’s 

 

Saturday 
5 December 
 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

5.00pm Vigil Mass 
Vocations to the Priesthood 

 

Sunday  
6 December 
 

9.00am 
Miriam Rogers 

11.00am 
Alf Carr Birthday Remembrance 
and Krzysztos Zajaczkowski 

Monday  
7 December 
 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

Tuesday 
8 December 
 

9.30-Exposition 
10.00am 
Kevin Royal 
 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

Wednesday 
9 December 
 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

9.30am - Exposition 
10.00am 
Fr. Michael Corbett 

Thursday 
10 December  

9.30am - Exposition 
10.00am 
Keith Robson 
 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

  

Friday 
11 December  

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

9.30am - Exposition 
10.00am 
Joe Lane Birthday Remembrance 
  

Saturday 
12 December  

 
N0 MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

5.00pm Vigil Mass 
Helen Avery Birthday Remembrance 
 
  

Sunday 
13 December 

9.00am 
Keith Robson 

11.00am 
Cara Armstrong McKay 
and Krzysztos Zajaczkowski  

 
St. Cuthbert’s    

Sunday 6 
 

Monday 7 Tuesday 8 Wed 9 Thursday 10 
 

Friday 11 Saturday 12 

 
10.00am and 

6.30pm 
Pre-booked 
attendance 

only 
 

 
 

No Mass 

 
 

12.15pm 
Public Mass 

 

 
 

7.00pm 
Public Mass 

 

 
 

12.15pm 
Public Mass 

P 

 
 

12.15pm 
Public Mass 

 
 

9.15am 
Public Mass 

 

 

6th December 2020 


	Feast Days

