
 

 
 
 

   
                               Parish Newsletter – Sunday 2nd August 

                              18th Sunday of the Year (Year A, part 2) 
            

   
       Priest:    Fr. Colm Hayden   
        Parish Secretary  Marjorie Towers 07391 529 827 
                                               (Tuesday-Friday, 8.30am- 4.00pm) 
        Hospital Chaplain  Fr. Paul Tully –  01388 818544 

(Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit) 
SVP Confidential number 07596 821 0 

 For bereavement support, please contact the Parish Secretary 
 

Our first week of Masses have gone very well. Again, a big thank you to our Health 
and Safety Team. Good to welcome members of the broader parish communities 
of Durham and Partnership to St. Godric’s last Sunday.  

There is much to be done, however. Protecting you is vital and with the recent 
government clampdown on social gatherings, can I please ask, again, that those of 
you with ongoing health issues, to please think of yourselves - and others. We 
cannot afford to be worrying about your vulnerability, on top of our concerns for 
the whole.  

We are living in testing times too, and it is equally important that we do not over- 
exaggerate. Yes, there are health issues, especially the mentally vulnerable, but 
we try to keep an eye on the possible financial devastation this is causing to 
families, and, indeed, to some parish communities. Our church will have some very 
interesting challenges ahead.  

Our congratulations to Fr. Bill O’Gorman in his 90th  birthday this Saturday, 1st  of 
August. He’s thinking of early retirement! ‘Down the way of the Kerry Dances...’ I 
think we’ll listen to John Mc Cormack’s wonderful rendition in celebration of Fr 
Bill!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Feast Days 

Saturday, 1st August St. Alphonsus Liguori Bp, D 

Monday, 3rd August St. Oswald, King M 

Tuesday, 4th August St. John Vianney P 

Wednesday, 5th August Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major 

Thursday, 6th August The Transfiguration of the Lord 

Friday, 7th August St. Sixtus II Pp, & Companions/St. Cajetan 

Saturday, 8th August St. Dominic P 

 
Parish Buildings 
The Parish Office, Presbyteries and all church buildings continue to be officially 
closed to all visitors and the parish secretary can be contacted by email – 
secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  and mobile on all parish matters. The  
number is 07391 529 827. 

  
Sympathy – we extend our sympathy to the family and friends of the 
following parishioners: 

 Olga Oliver whose Requiem Mass will take place at St. Joseph’s on 
Wednesday, 12th August at 10.00am followed by burial in Belmont 

Cemetery.  

Terri Riddle, whose Requiem Mass will take place at St. Godric’s on Tuesday, 11th 
August at 10.00am.  

Our sympathy goes also to Margaret Harland on the loss of her brother, Richard 
Crawford.  Requiescant in pace. 

Attendance at Funerals - Owing to the Government restrictions on numbers 
currently in place, numbers attending should be minimised, and capped at 30 people. 
Guidance states that only the following should attend: members of the deceased 
person’s household, close family members, and close friends who have been invited 
by the family, keeping the total to 30. 

 Prayers – please keep in your prayers: 

Julie Thompson Nellie Stoker 

Rita Robson Edward Newcombe 

  

  Anniversaries 

Freda Balmer Carol Wheatley 

Doris Heseltine Paul Harrison 
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Please let Marjorie know if you would like your loved one mentioned in the bulletin  

on their anniversary. 

Hospital visits: The University Hospital of North Durham has suspended visiting of 
patients, with limited exceptions for children’s wards, maternity wards and end-
of-life patients. However, the Catholic Chaplain is still able to visit patients, and 
to bring them Holy Communion and the Sacrament of the Sick. 

If you know of a patient who wishes for a visit from the Catholic Hospital 
Chaplain, please inform Fr. Paul Tully on 01388 818544 or 
frpaultully@outlook.com 

 

Cleaning Team – St. Joseph’s - In order to keep the church sanitised 
and to be able to remain open for Mass and prayer, we urgently need 
more help to join our team.  If you would like to help in this way, 

please contact Marjorie as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

Church Re-opening - After so many months our churches are opening, in the first 
instance for personal prayer and now followed by Mass. The initial dates and times 
are listed below: 

 
Please note: Our Masses and Private Prayer sessions continue next week with the 
addition of 11:00 Mass on Sunday morning at St. Joseph's. A further Risk Assessment 
has reduced our maximum number to 59 for St. Joseph's and we expect St. Godric's 
to be reduced to 44. We are continually reviewing the ways to keep you all safely 
distanced, so please observe the signs on the benches. 
 
During the first few months you will notice a number of differences when attending 
church. The experience, although welcomed, will certainly not be what we have 
enjoyed for many years.  Please bear with us during this period. 
 
For example: Face masks are to be worn at all services in St. Godric’s and St. 
Joseph’s.   Social distancing determines that the number attending any service is 
restricted. 
 

Date St Godric’s Max 
no 

St Joseph’s Max 
no 

Sat 1 Aug   17:00 Mass 59 

Sun 2 Aug 9:00 Mass 44   

Mon 3 Aug 14:00 to 15:00 Private Prayer 34   

Tue 4 Aug 10:00 Mass 44 14:00 to 15:00 Private Prayer 48 

Wed 5 Aug 14:00 to 15:00 Private Prayer 34 10:00 Mass 59 

Thu 6 Aug 10:00 Mass 44 14:00 to 15:00 Private Prayer 48 

Fri 7 Aug   10:00 Mass 59 

Sat 8 Aug   17:00 Mass 59 

Sun 9 Aug 9:00 Mass 44 11:00 Mass 59 
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To accommodate the maximum number of worshippers it will be necessary to contact 
Marjorie, our parish secretary, either by telephone 07391 529 827 or email 
secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  requesting a place. She will need your name 
and a contact number. For Mass the capacity of our churches is limited to about 30% 
of the norm.  For Saturday, Sunday, and Tuesday Masses, the deadline for requesting 
a place at Mass is 4.00pm on Friday and for Masses on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, you can make your request up to 4.00pm the day before. 
 
If you are unable to get a place at a weekend Mass, remember there is Mass during 
the week. Our obligation to attend Sunday mass is waived at present. Every effort 
will be made to ensure that all who ask to go to either the vigil at St. Joseph’s or 
Sunday morning mass at St. Godric’s will be accommodated as soon as possible. 
 
May we take this opportunity of asking those who are vulnerable not to come to mass 
at present. 
 
The reception of Holy Communion will by necessity have to be controlled and our 
volunteer stewards will guide you.  In order to reduce the risk of Covid 19 following 
the reception of the Blessed Sacrament, which will be received only in the hand, you 
will be expected to leave the church immediately.  Whilst many will not have seen 
their friends and fellow parishioners for a number of months, you will be  encouraged 
to leave the church surrounds immediately. 

 
 Parish Finance 

A big “Thank you” is due to everyone who, during the period when our churches have 
been closed, have felt able to continue to support the Parish with your donations 
towards church funds along with your generous support of the Hardship Fund.  It is 
very much appreciated, 

You may be interested to know that during the four-month period when our churches 
were closed our income has fallen by £2,500 per month.  Now that our churches are 
happily open for Mass again many parishioners are choosing to attend one of the 
weekday masses rather than the Sunday Masses with their larger attendances. At 
each of the daily Masses there is now a collection plate at the back of the church on 
which weekday Mass goers can place their weekly offertory contributions.   

If you do not yet feel ready to commence attending Mass again, please continue to 
make your contribution by bank transfer to our bank quoting the following details: 

Sort Code 40-34-45      A/C No 51179306      
A/C Name DHN Durham The Durham Martyrs  
OR  by cheque or cash 

to Fred Haywood, Parish Treasurer, The Beeches, Grove House Drive, Gilesgate, 
Durham, DH1 1UP.  
  
Please indicate when you make your donation if it should be applied to the General 
Fund or the Hardship Fund. Thanks, Fred Haywood. 
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75th Anniversary of the Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

August 6th and 9th 2020 mark the 75th Anniversary of the nuclear bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  We remember particularly at this time the victims of these 
bombings and the suffering, death and destruction caused by the detonation of these 
nuclear weapons.  Let us pray for peace throughout the world.  

Pax Christi Prayer 
 

  O God, tender and just, 
the names of Hiroshima and Nagasaki cut through our denial 
that we are capable of destroying the earth and all that dwell therein. 
Forgive us— and help us to always remember. 
 
We must remember because this must never happen again. 
We must remember because you would have us live in harmony with each other, 
seeing the joy of your creation in our sisters and brothers. 
  
Holy God, God of all the ages, lead us from death to life, 
to the stockpiling of hope, and of possibilities, and of love 
Rather than the stockpiling of weapons, or stones to throw, 
or of hate. 
  
We pray for the healing of the earth and of its peoples, 
especially for our sisters and brothers upon whom a nuclear rain poured down. 
  
We pray too for those trapped in violence throughout the world. 
  
Help us to imagine that another world is possible 

        and guide our actions towards the peace you envision, the peace you have already 
given us. 

 
n the name of the One who came so that we might have life, and have it 
abundantly, we pray. 
  
Amen 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

2nd August 2020 
 
 

 St Godric’s St Joseph’s 

Saturday 
1 August 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

5.00pm 
(i)  Pauline Inglis 
(ii) Vince McPartlin 
(Wedding Anniversary Remembrance) 

Sunday 
2 August  

9.00am  
George and Susan Michiels 

Claire Aylett  

(Birthday Remembrance)  

The Crilley Family  

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

Monday 
3 August  

2.00-3.00pm 
Private Prayer 
 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

  
Tuesday 
4 August  

10.00am 
Ray Elliot 
 

2.00-3.00pm 
Private Prayer 
  

Wednesday 
5 August  

2.00-3.00pm 
Private Prayer 
 

10.00am 
 Marie Postal 
 Olga Oliver 

Thursday 
6 August  

10.00am  
Joan Humble 
 Sheila Collinson 
(Birthday Remembrance) 

2.00-3.00pm 
Private Prayer 
  

Friday 
7 August  

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

10.00am 
Marcella Donnelly  

Saturday 
8 August  

 
N0 MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

5.00pm 
David Adams 
  

Sunday 
9 August 

9.00am  
The McGahon Family 

11.00am 
 Charles Burnside 
 Bill Hannigan 
 Doris Heseltine 
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