
 

 

 

   
                                Parish Newsletter – Sunday 19th April – 2nd Sunday of Easter 

   
      Priest:     Fr. Colm Hayden   
  
      Parish Secretary   Marjorie Towers (0191) 3843810 
     Office hours Tuesday-Friday, 8.30am- 4.00pm 
 
    Hospital Chaplain   Fr. Paul Tully –  01388 818544 

(Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit) 
SVP Confidential number 07596 821 0

 

This has been the strangest of Easter experiences. Celebrating the lighting of the 
paschal candle alone almost negates its rich symbolisms. The Light Of Christ is the 
most important of gathering statements in our churches history. And sadly, there 
was no gathering.  

Alone, however, I did recall the many experiences of gathering on this night that 
took place in the three areas of what is now one parish of the Durham Martyrs. I 
thought of the St Leonard’s Masses at this time last year. The lighting of the great 
Candle under the obelisk. How wonderful that was. I then recalled each and every 
one of you at home unable to gather physically for this precious rejoicing. All 
seemed to enrich Saturday’s Vigil in isolation, greatly.  

And then there is the Hope it offers us at a time when we desperately need it, 
when perhaps the three churches of St. Godric’s, St. Bede’s and St. Josephs never 
experienced uncertainty anything like this before.  

This time has also been a time when something new is happening. A new need 
arose that has been responded to with great generosity, especially by our younger 
generation of parishioners, who have stepped into a huge vacuum left by the older 
parishioners who have been the backbone of the parish activities, but who now 
have to self isolate.  

 

Continued over/…. 

 

 

 

 



 

I’m speaking on behalf of all when I say a big thank for keeping us connected to 
each other with their delivery of the Easter Packs, the purchasing of foodstuffs and the 
superb communications network that our parish website has become.  

For those oldies like myself, please don’t feel less important. We most certainly are not. 
But please, also let us use this, as Pope Francis recently said, as a real opportunity for our 
Churches to go forward into a new era.  

My deepest sympathies to those who have lost loved ones to the Virus. To John Reilly 
O’Donnell, who is a member of the Parish Council, on the death of his mother Julie. I’ve 
known Julie for many years now, and will miss her kindness and humour. Bless her. Bless 
all indeed who have been taken by this devastating plague.  

Feast Days 

Tuesday, 21st April St. Anselm Bp, D 

Thursday, 23rd April St. George, Patron of England 

Friday, 24th April St. Adalbert Bp, M/St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen P, M 

Saturday, 25th April St. Mark, Evangelist 

 
Parish Buildings 
The Parish Office, Presbyteries and all church buildings continue to be officially 
closed to all visitors and the parish secretary can be contacted by email and 
mobile on all parish matters. The new number is 07391 529 827. 
 
If you would like to join the Parish Contact Team as a volunteer, or if you know 
of  – or you are – a vulnerable person who needs assistance, please ring Katie on 
07483 369 561. 
 
 

 
Sympathy 
We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Jenny Clough, 
who passed away on 12th April.  Her funeral service will be held at 
Durham Crematorium on Wednesday, 29th April at 12.00 noon. 
 
 

Funerals this coming week: 
 
Melinda Adey - Wednesday, 22nd April in Belmont Cemetery at 12.30pm. 
Ray Elliot -  Wednesday, 22nd April at Durham Crematorium at 11.00am. 
 
Requiescant in pace. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hospital visits: The University Hospital of North Durham has suspended visiting 
of patients, with limited exceptions for children’s wards, maternity wards and 
end-of-life patients. However, the Catholic Chaplain is still able to visit 
patients, and to bring them Holy Communion and the Sacrament of the Sick. If 
you know of a patient who wishes for a visit from the Catholic Hospital 
Chaplain, please inform Fr. Paul Tully on 01388 818544 or 
frpaultully@outlook.com 

 
 

Parish Finances During Lockdown - We have been asked by some parishioners how 
they can continue to support the parish financially during this period of lock-down.  Fr. 
Colm has been very touched by these messages of support and encouraged by the 
sentiments behind the question.  So if you choose to make a single or regular 
contribution to the parish and your circumstances allow, there are two simple ways in 
which you may do so. 
 

 
By Bank transfer 
Contact your bank and ask them to make a bank transfer of the amount you wish to 
donate to the following account: 
Sort code: 40-34-35 
Account Number: 51179306 
Account Name: DHN Durham The Durham Martyrs 
 
 
By cheque or cash 
Send your donation to our Parish Treasurer, Mr. Fred Haywood at: 
The Beeches, Grove House Drive, Gilesgate, Durham, DH1 1UP. 
Thank you. 
 
Mass and prayer available online 
 
http://walsingham.org.uk/live-stream - Live Mass at 12 noon every day 

https://mass-online.org/daily-holy-mass-live-online/ - Live Masses throughout the day 

from around the world 

https://www.churchservices.tv - Mass, Rosary and prayer throughout the day  
 
There will also be the following available on our social media and YouTube channel: 

Live Rosary every Weekday - 10:30am.  Live Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament every 

weekday  

Also, Fr. Colm will be saying Mass privately at 10.00am on Sunday mornings, so please 

join him in prayer. 
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