
 

 

   
Parish Newsletter - Sunday 22nd  March 

   

      Priest:     Fr. Colm Hayden   
  
      Parish Secretary  Marjorie Towers (0191) 3843810 
     Office hours Tuesday-Friday,  
      8.30am- 4.00pm 
 
    Hospital Chaplain  Fr. Paul Tully –  01388 818544 

(Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit) 
SVP Confidential number 07596 821 089 

 
 Greetings from self isolation.  Not in my wildest dreams did I ever think I would 

experience anything like this.  Such difficult times always bring out the best in 
folk.  "Human kindness is overflowing..", sing the words of the great New Orleans 
troubadour, Randy Newman.  The overflowing kindness has risen to the surface in 
the many stories I hear of people reaching out to each other.  Be it Italians 
singing to each other from their balconies, to Spaniards making protests from 
theirs over the lascivious lifestyle and greed of their King.  All examples of the 
spirits of people rising to the surface in pretty desperate situations. 

And so it is our turn to do the same.  There are so many instances also of how we 
have been caught flatfooted regarding communication.  However, this is our 
opportunity to take the initiative and use whatever resource we have to get out 
there and make sure none of us feel alone.  Self isolation means a choice.  Being 
isolated very often isn't a choice. 

Masses are suspended.  However, please do not feel that you are separated from 
the Good Lord.  Some have commented on the sense of inadequacy and guilt that 
many feel at possible failure to fulfil their Sunday obligation.  These are 
exceptional circumstances. 

I am adjusting daily to our changing landscape regarding church services.  As we 
begin this first Sunday without a public Holy Mass, I want to invite you to please 
join me for a communion of a difference.  A difference many of us have never 
experienced in our lifetime. 

continued over/..... 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy of The Word 
 
1st Reading A reading from the first book of Samuel 

1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 
Psalm 22 -   Response The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want 
2nd Reading A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians 

5:8-14 
Gospel Acclamation I am the light of the world, says the Lord;  anyone who 

follows me will have the light of life. 
 

++++++++++++++ 
 

Feast Days  

Monday, 23rd March St. Turibius of Mongrovejo Bp 

Wednesday, 25th March The Annunciation of The Lord 

 
 

 

 

 

I will be saying Mass this Sunday, the Fourth Sunday of Lent and, I will be alone - 

which I find very difficult, as I will greatly miss your physical presence.  Indeed, 

as the Eucharist is at the heart of our Christian gathering, it seems a 

contradiction not to be with the community.  But we all know how exceptional 

these circumstances are. 

That is why it will be important to know that you are sharing with me in a more 

profound spiritual communion.  Many of you have access to Mass on the many 

websites available, and please do avail of them.  But do also join me, and all our 

parishioners in quiet spiritual togetherness at 10.00am.   

It will be an unusual experience for me, so please make this more  important, 

and Holy, by joining me as we lift our minds and hearts to God in union with the 

Holy Spirit.  That great AMEN of what is called the doxology will continue to be 

our great prayer of pilgrimage. 

'Through Him, with Him, in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all Glory and 

Honour are yours, now and forever....AMEN' 

We will be saying "yes" to all that is good in life - despite these difficult times. 



 
Cancellation of Funerals 

Owing to the impact of the coronavirus, the Bishops' Conference has advised that 

there will be no gathering for public acts of worship in our churches with effect 

from Friday evening, 20th March, and therefore no funerals will be taking place in 

any church. 

The funeral of Cara Armstrong McKay will now take place at the Crematorium on 

Monday 23rd March at 2.30pm, but because of a restriction on numbers put in 

place by the Crematorium authorities, this will be a private funeral. 

The funeral of the late Sharon Minns scheduled for St. Joseph's on Wednesday, 

25th March at 10.30am has also been moved to the Crematorium, and again, will 

be a private funeral. 

Cancellation of Events 

* Gala Concert with the Durham Constabulary Male Voice Choir, 28th March. 

 Please return your tickets for a refund, 

* The Year on the Road at Ushaw College on 9th and 10th May 2020 

* The Annual Diocesan Festival planned for June 20th 2020 

* Bible Basics: Saturday 21st March at 10.30am at St. Cuthbert's Durham, 
 and repeated on Thursday 26th  March at 7.00pm at St. Joseph's, Langley 
 Park. 
 
* The Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
 
 
 
Parish Office 
The Parish Office is officially closed to all visitors but will be remain open for 
communication by telephone or email only.  Any updates will be given on the 
parish website. 
 
If possible, why not help elderly members of the parish, including those in your 
own family, to stay in touch by using internet access on their 
mobiles/tablets/Ipads etc and how to download Masses etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for a Pandemic 

May we who are merely inconvenienced  

remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors  

remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 

 remember those who must choose between preserving their health  

or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their 

schools close, 

 remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

 remember those that have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the 

economic market  

remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home  

remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around 

each other,  let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to 

our neighbour. 

Amen 

 

 

 



 
Mass and prayer available online 

http://walsingham.org.uk/live-stream 

• Live Mass at 12 noon every day   
 

https://mass-online.org/daily-holy-mass-live-online/ 

• Live Masses throughout the day from around the world  
 

https://www.churchservices.tv 

• Mass, Rosary and prayer throughout the day  
 

http://www.catholictv.org/masses 

• Live Masses from America  
 

Masses from the Durham Martyrs Parish will be available on our  

‘Durham Martyrs Parish’ YouTube Channel,  

@DurhamMartyrs Facebook Page   

@dmyouthministry Instagram account.  

There may also be an opportunity to share Mass via WhatsApp video link 
however, this is still being explored and more news will be available via our 
website - www.durhammartyrs.co.uk 

 

Along with Masses there will also be the following available on our social 
media and YouTube channel: 

 

Live Rosary every Weekday - 10:30am 

 

Live Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament every weekday - 2-3 

 

 

 

http://walsingham.org.uk/live-stream
https://mass-online.org/daily-holy-mass-live-online/
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