
 

 

 

 

 
          Parish Newsletter:  7th February 2021 – 5th Sunday of the Year B  

Priest:   Fr. Colm Hayden 
Parish Secretary: Marjorie Towers (0191) 3843810 
    Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8.30am-4.00pm 
Hospital Chaplain Fr. Paul Tully - 01388 818 544 

(Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a vi 
For bereavement support, please contact the Parish Secretary 

 
 

The Ffirst Time Percy C

 

With a spirit of optimism, we slowly edge towards opening our church doors 
again.  Vaccines, and rates of infections give breathing space again.  Thank 
you for your support during this challenging time.  We cautiously move 
forward towards a “new normal”. 
 
The normal’s the one thing you practically never get. That’s why it’s called 
the normal.”  Somerset Maughan.  Perhaps the great writer is correct. 
 
The cynical amongst us might think that we will simply return to our old ways, 
learning absolutely nothing from the lessons of living with a pandemic.  “By 
three methods we may learn wisdom: First by reflection, which is noblest.  
Second, by imitation, which is easiest.  And third by experience, which is the 
bitterest.”  Confucius. 
 
I am optimistic for a number of reasons. Just one of those reasons is that I 
truly hope we have learned to value those we may have taken for granted. I 
hope that front line workers will merit more than a weekly clap.  I hope that 
their working conditions are given a complete overhaul.  I am not naïve to 
the darkness of the past 12 months. 
 
There is the tragic loss of loved ones.  That deep sadness of loss which has 

been a reality for so many of us.  Especially, the pain of not having access to 
see, or hold, a dying loved one.  Please God, we will have the opportunity to 
grieve appropriately when, through the continuing vaccinations roll out, we 
can gather again as church, as community that is not a ‘virtual’ community, 
but a real flesh and blood encounter with each other. 
 
/continued over … 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Feast Days   
 

Monday, 8th February St. Jerome Emiliani P/St. Josephine Bakhita V 

Wednesday, 10th February St. Scholastica V 

Thursday, 11th February Our Lady of Lourdes 

 
Parish Buildings 
The Parish Office, Presbyteries and all meeting rooms continue to be officially closed 
to all visitors and the parish secretary can be contacted by email – 
secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  and mobile on all parish matters. The  number 
is 07391 529 827. 
 

 
Sympathy  

• we extend our sympathy to the family and friends of the late Ian Hart.  
His Funeral Service will take place at St. Joseph’s on Friday, 19th February at 
12.30pm followed by cremation in Durham.  

 

• and also to the family and friends of the late Kathleen Greenwell, whose Requiem 
Mass will take place at St. Joseph’s on Wednesday, 3rd March at 10.00am. 

 
Funerals  
The Funeral Service of the late Colin Armstrong will take place at Durham 
Crematorium on Thursday, 11th February at 12.00pm.   
 
Please do not try to attend any of the above if you have not been invited by the 
family, as government restrictions still apply. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Re-opening 
We will proceed with the reopening of our two churches from Tuesday 9th February, 
starting with Exposition and Mass at St Godric's. Full details are on the back page. 

 
Marjorie will also be taking bookings for the weekend Masses from Tuesday. 
 

“I am ecstatic that we have a highly effective, safe vaccine that really works.   
I am clinging on to the hope that it really works with my nails, my teeth, toes, 
hands – everything I have.”  Dr. Rachel Clarke.  That says it all really. 
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Prayers – please keep in your prayers: 

Sheila Owens Nellie Stoker 

John Copple Sheila Wressell 

Tom Oliver Margaret Nancarrow 

Liz Scott  

Anniversaries  

John Hirst Noel Reid 

Sharon Henderson Matt Hirst 

 

Northern Catholic Calendar and Ordo -  We have a greatly reduced number of 
Northern Catholic Calendars and a few copies of the Ordo available for £3 and £5 
respectively.  They can’t be left at the back of church but if anyone wants a copy 
please let Marjorie know. 

The Hardship fund has been renamed – The Support Fund 
 

Do You Need Some Support? 
  

With winter upon us some of us may struggle to keep our homes warm.  Around 10% 
of households in England were classed as fuel poor prior to Covid19 pandemic, so this 
figure is expected to rise. 

  
Older people are among those most likely to suffer as they have the highest fuel costs 
compared to those of other ages. 

  
You may not consider yourself poor in any respect but have to think twice when it 
comes to heating.  We would therefore urge, that anyone within the 
parish irrespective of age having to make such a decision as “Can I afford to put the 
heating on this winter?” to approach the Support Fund immediately for assistance. 

  
That is what it is there for – to support our fellow parishioners in need. 

 
The form, to apply for funds, is available to download from the parish website, or via 
the parish office (subject to Covid restrictions). 

 
If you require help to complete an application, any member of the parish community 
can assist you in this regard, or can submit an application on your behalf. 

 
 

Information on Durham food Banks 
For information please use the on-line link for information on all County Durham 
Foodbanks – Locations / Opening times / to donate or volunteer 
https://durham.foodbank.org.uk/ 

 



 
 

Date for your diary 

Wednesday, 24th February at 7.00pm, by Zoom 

‘The Passion of Christ in Spanish Art: A Lenten Meditation.’  This will be a talk by 
Jesus Angel Miguel Garcia who is a Research Fellow at St. Paul’s College, University 
of Manitoba. 

Details of the Zoom link will be published later.  If you are interested, please let 
Marjorie know and give her your email address. 

 

From the Partnership 

1. The Finchale Partnership:  The minutes of the latest meeting of the 
Partnership Development Group are now available on the Partnership webpages 
hosted at https://www.stcuthberts-durham.org.uk/the-finchale-
partnership/partnership-development-group-information 

 

 2.   The Spirituality of the Oratory: In the next session of the Finchale Partnership's 
series on the Spirituality of the Religious Orders, Bishop Robert Byrne CO will speak 
to us about the Oratorians.  The talk will take place on Zoom, on Thursday 25th 
February at 7.00pm.  Zoom login details will be available in the Parish Facebook 
Group or by emailing margaretdoyle1066@sky.com 

From the Centre for Catholic Studies 

(i) You are warmly invited to the next Catholic Theology Research Seminar: 
 
Prof. Mike Higton (Durham University) 
Acting Out Salvation: Christology and Human Agency 
Thursday 11 February 2021 - 5pm GMT, online 
 
All welcome! If you wish to attend, please register via 
https://centreforcatholicstudies.eventbrite.com.  
 
The first event in the CCS’s Study Series will take place next month and all are 
welcome! Places are limited so we would encourage you to register early. Details are 
below and a poster is attached. We would be grateful if you could forward this 
invitation to anyone who you think might be interested. 

 
(ii) Hidden Histories 
A two-evening online event on recovering the importance of the archives of 
religious congregations, from the break with Rome to the present day 

 
Part 1: 5-7pm GMT on Wednesday 24 March  
Part 2: 5-7pm GMT on Thursday 25 March 

 

https://www.stcuthberts-durham.org.uk/the-finchale-partnership/partnership-development-group-information
https://www.stcuthberts-durham.org.uk/the-finchale-partnership/partnership-development-group-information
mailto:margaretdoyle1066@sky.com
https://centreforcatholicstudies.eventbrite.com/


 
Free of charge 

 
Featuring: 

• Kathleen Sprows-Cummings (University of Notre Dame) 

• John McCafferty (University College Dublin)  

• Hannah Thomas (Bar Convent, York) 

• James E. Kelly, Cormac Begadon, and Brian Casey (Durham University)  
 

The panel will discuss the CCS’s and others’ work with the archives of religious 
congregations, including those of the Canonesses of the Holy Sepulchre, the 
Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine Motherhood, the Congregation of Jesus, and the 
Capuchin Franciscans of Great Britain.  

 
All are welcome! To participate, you will need Zoom details—to receive them please 
register at https://centreforcatholicstudies.eventbrite.com. 

From the Diocese 

(i) Knowing Jesus: Lent Online Retreat 2021 

Walk with us through Lent and Easter and really come to understand and love Jesus. 

We will ponder Gospel stories, reflect on their meaning 

and see how startlingly relevant Jesus is to living a truly 

human life in the 21st Century. 

Follow the retreat online and sign up to an online group 

(places limited). 

Sign up to receive daily emails during Lent and 

additional resources. 
 

Follow the Lent Retreat on the Jesuits in Britain social media channels: Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram. 
 
 

Mass Intentions 
As Mass resumes on Tuesday, 9th February, Fr. Colm will say a private Mass for the 
following intentions: 
 
Saturday, 6th February 
Olga Oliver 
 
Sunday, 7th February 
Brian O’Connor 
Thomas and Audrey Loughlin 
Gerard and Mary Lennon 
 
 
Change of Mass time – Friday, 12th February at St. Joseph’s 
Please note that Mass will be at 9.00am and not 10.00am. 

 
 

https://centreforcatholicstudies.eventbrite.com/
https://www.onlineprayer.net/
http://eepurl.com/hnIXAn
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 St Godric’s St Joseph’s 

Saturday 
6 February 

10.00am 
 

NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 
 

5.00pm Vigil Mass 
 

NO MASS  

Sunday 
7 February 

9.00am 
NO MASS  

11.00am 
NO MASS 

Monday 
8 February  

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER  

Tuesday 
9 February 
 
 

9.30am – Exposition 
10.00am 
Ian Hart 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

Wednesday 
10 February 
 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

9.30am – Exposition 
10.00am 
Peter and Catherine McLoughlin 
 

Thursday 
11 February 
  

9.30am- Exposition 
10.00am 
Freda Herd 
Susannah Michiels 

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

  

Friday 
12 February  

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

9.00am 
Shaun Michael Gravestock  

Saturday 
13 February 
  

 
NO MASS OR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

5.00pm Vigil Mass   
Kitty Tisdall 
Tricia Hart (Illness)  

Sunday 
14 February 

9.00am  
Mary and Michael Brough 
 

11.00am 
The sick and suffering of the Parish  

 
St. Cuthbert's   

Sun 7 
 

Mon 8 
 

Tue 9 
 

Wed 10 
 

Thurs 11 
 

Fri 12 
 

 
Sat 13 

 

 
Sun 14 

 

  10.00am 
and 6.30pm 
(Pre booked 
attendance 

only) 

 
No Mass 

 

 
 

1.00pm 
Requiem 
Mass (by 

invitation 
only) 

 
 

  
 

7.00pm 
 

 

12.15pm 
 

12.15pm 
 

 
9.15am 

 

 
10.00am 

and 
6.30pm 

(Pre booked 
attendance 

only) 
 

 


	(i) Knowing Jesus: Lent Online Retreat 2021

